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NOTE: All questions addressed to “The Question Box” must be 
signed if they are to receive a reply. However, names will be withheld 
from publication if requested. Only the questions considered of 
general interest will be answered in the EVANGEL. 











QUESTION: Was David and Jonathan’s love for each 
other a pure and holy love or was it homosexual? 1 
Samuel 20:41 says, “And they kissed one another, and 
wept one with another, until David exceeded.” Does the 
word “exceeded” mean that they were guilty of unbe- 
coming conduct?—Name withheld by request. 


T IS SO MANIFEST that the love of Jonathan and 

David was pure and holy that it is preposterous to 

think otherwise. Only an evil mind could read into 
their story the sordid suggestion that they were homo- 
sexuals. Such a person would be void of understanding 
and capacity for noble Christian love. 

Because Jonathan’s father, King Saul, had threatened 
David’s life, David had hid for three days in the fields 
and woods just prior to his meetin rs 3 with Jonathan. Their 
meeting was emotional, for David’s life was in danger, 
and he was forced to flee from his homeland and from 
his wife and family. Jonathan and David were brothers- 
in-law, and the rift between Saul and David had forced 
Jonathan to rebel spiritually from his father because of 
his cruelty. These circumstances would understandably 
bear heavily u oo the emotions of the two young men. 
At the time of their meeting in 1 Samuel 20:41, Jona- 
than was warning David to flee. Torn between his "loyalty 
to his father, his love for his brother-in-law, and his 
—- integrity, Jonathan would naturally be heavy- 

earted and weep much. David was broken-hearted by 
the realization that Saul hated him, that his life was in 
jeopardy, and that he was having to depart from Michal, 
his beloved wife. The statement that “David exceeded” 
means simply that David wept more than did Jonathan, 
actually that he ro until he was overcome by grief. 

The word exceeded comes from the Hebrew gadal and 
means simply that David had the larger grief or that his 
weeping was more abundant. Lange’s Commentary states 
that these words should be rendered literally “ ‘David 
did greatly’; namely, wept violently, aloud.” Pulpit Com- 
mentary states that the words “until David exceeded” 
means that he “broke down, and was completely mas- 
tered by his grief.” Adam Clarke explains the words by 
saying, “David’s distress must, in the nature of a 
be the greatest. Besides his friend Jonathan, whom he 


(Continued on page 11) 





NOTICES 
I am open for calls in evangelistic work.—Mrs. Katie 
ye 410 Graymont Avenue, Phone 31381, Columbia, 


I am open for revivals in the Church of God now.— 
J. C. Leonard, 737 Southerland Street, Henderson, North 
Carolina. 

To whom it may concern: My address has been 
changed from Route 2, Goldsboro, North Carolina, to Box 
2, Hayesville, North Carolina——T. V. McCormick. 

EVANGELIST WANTED: Young or old, male or female, 
who can preach two weeks on the resurrection. Good 
pay, room and board, laundry, transportation to and from 
church will be offered for the one who can qualify. If 
ee phone 3541, Saint Charles, Virginia, or write 
J.B . Holcomb, Box 94, Saint Charles, Virginia. 

My new address is F. S. Smith, General Delivery, Ring- 
gold, Georgia. 
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DECLARATION OF FAITH 


WE BELIEVE 
= = verbal inspiration of the Bible. 
me God eternally ee in three persons; namely, 
tne Father, Son, and Holy Ghos 

3. That Jesus Christ is the a begotten Son of the 
Father, conceived of the Holy Ghost, and born of the 
Vi . That Jesus was crucified, buried, and raised 
from the dead; that He ascended to heaven and is today 
at the right hand of the Father as the Intercessor. 

. That all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God, and that repentance is commanded of God for all 
and necessary for forgiveness of sins. 

5. That justification, regeneration, and the new birth 
are wrought by faith in the blood of Jesus Christ. 

6. In sanctification subsequent to the new birth, through 
faith in the blood of Christ; through the Word, and by the 
Holy Ghost. - 

7. Holiness to be God’s standard of living for His people. 

8. In the baptism of the Holy Ghost subsequent to a 
clean heart. 

9. In speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives ut- 
terance, and that it is the initial evidence of the baptism 
of the Holy Ghost. 

10. In water baptism by immersion, and all who repent 
should be baptized in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

11. Divine healing is provided for all in the atonement. 

12. In the Lord’s Supper; and washing of the saints’ feet. 

13. In the premillennial second coming of Jesus. First, to 
resurrect the righteous dead and to catch away the living 
saints to Him in the air. Second, to reign on the earth a 
thousand years. 

14. In the bodily resurrection; eternal life for the 
righteous and eternal punishment for the wicked. 
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shol] cover me; 
even the night 


shall be light 
about me a.in 


son who, whilst on the one hand seems to be 

engrossed in friendly conversation with you, is 
with the other hand, taking something out of your pock- 
et! Yes, that person is worse than a thief. Why, the very 
thought is nauseating, to say the least. The name “pick- 
pocket” makes one think of something that is low and 
contemptible. 

Let me try to make this a little clearer. Try to picture, 
in your mind, a man rushing home after a hard week’s 
work. He is hurrying home to the family that is eagerly 
awaiting him. On the way someone shouts, “Hello, Bill,” 
pats him on the shoulder, has a two-minute chat, and 
then both proceed on their way. Arriving home, our friend 
kisses his wife, and then proudly and smilingly puts his 
hand into his pocket. (You see it’s payday.) Suddenly 
his smile fades into a dreadful frown. He realizes he has 
been robbed—by a friend! 

One Sunday morning I was traveling in a bus, and 
opposite me sat a “churchgoer.” In his one hand he held 
a Bible, and in the other a ticket (his bus fare). When 
the bus conductor came around the second time and 
shouted, “Tickets, please,” the “Churchman” deliberately 
turned his head and looked out of the window as if he 
had never heard—still, of course, holding the ticket un- 
der his Bible! When the bus stopped, he alighted from it 
and went on his way—without paying. This man was 
“picking” the pockets of the Durban Corporation Trans- 
port Department! 

On another occasion, I remember hearing of someone 
who stole the lead flashing (lead was almost unpro- 
curable at the time) off the roof of a certain church. 
He aso took the Communion wine, and certain monies. 
Yes, robbing the house of God! “Shame” is all I can say. 

Reader, what is your reaction to the incidents I have 
just related? No doubt, you feel the same as I do. You 
say the whole thing is revolting. You stand amazed, and 
rightly so, too. Yet, do you know we find Christians doing 
almost the same sort of thing, week by week, and month 
by month? How? In robbing God of TITHES and OF- 
FERINGS! Yes, it amounts to picking the pockets of the 
Lord Jesus Christ! 

In Malachi 3:8, we read, “Will a man rob God? Yet ye 
have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed 
thee? In tithes and offerings.” Read again God’s indict- 
ment against His children. “Ye have robbed me!” Yes, 
daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly. Christians robbing 
the loving tender Saviour! 

Perhaps my reader is genuinely puzzled and is saying, 
“But surely that for which I work is mine. I am a Chris- 
tian, I love the Lord, and I do not see how I can be 
robbing God of something that is mine.” Well, perhaps 
this question arises from the fact that we have not known 
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which is God’s and which is ours. So the only way to 
settle this question of “ownership” is to find the title 
deeds. 


BEFORE WE GO any further into this dis- 
cussion, I think you will agree that the man who holds 
the title deeds is the only man who can rightfully, and 
legally, claim ownership. Is 
that correct? Then, let me try 
to make this truth a little 
clearer by using a simple illus- 


THE QUESTION OF 
TITLE DEEDS 


tration. 

Suppose you come to my house, and with my permis- 
sion you dig up my ground; you fertilize it; you plant 
flower and vegetable seeds; and you water it every day. 
Eventually the flowers and vegetables blossom forth, and 
they are ready for picking. Now, have you the right to 
pick the flowers and vegetables for your own use? Of 
course, not—you know that. 

The fact that you had dug up the ground, fertilized it, 
planted the seeds, and watered it every day, is no cri- 
terion. It doesn’t mean a thing! The reason is quite 
obvious. The ground was MINE—the seed was MINE— 
the fertilizer was MINE—the water was MINE. In fact, 
everything was MINE! Actually, even the seeds, etc., 
were yours, you still could have no claim on the flowers 
and vegetables, unless of course, I gave you permission to 
take them. You may reason with me; you may argue 
with me as to the injustice of it all; and you may even 
go so far as to appeal to some officer of the law—but 
even that would not help you. Why? Obviously, because 
the ground was MINE. My proof, naturally, lies in the 
fact that I can produce the title deeds! Therefore, the 
flowers and the vegetables are mine! 

(Note: Mine, in the sense that it is recognized as my 
property by the laws of the land.) 

Now, dear reader, in the same way, if you can produce 
the title deed, proving that which you worked for is 
yours, then, of course, you can rightfully say, ‘Surely 
that which I work for is mine.” But can you? Honestly? 

Reader, the only title deeds that I know of is the Word 
of God. What then does it declare? Let us examine it 
with an open mind and heart. In Psalm 24:1, we read, 
“The earth is the Lord’s and 
the fulness thereof; the world, 
and they that dwell therein.” 
Also in Psalm 50:10-12, we 
read, “For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cat- 
tle upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the 
mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine. If J 
were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, 
and the fullness thereof.” Again, in Haggai 2:8, we read, 
“The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord 
of hosts.” Yet another Scripture says, “For by him were 
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all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or 
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him,” Colossians 1:16. What a 
declaration! What a title deed! 

Dear reader, in the light of these scriptures, I ask 
you two questions. First, what do we own now? Secondly, 
what are we now? My reply is, we own nothing, and we 
are nothing, except, of course, “What we are by the grace 
of God.” In Genesis 3:19, we read, “ ... for dust thou art, 
and unto dust shalt thou return.” Again, in this connec- 
tion we read, “For we brought nothing into this world, and 
it is certain we can carry nothing out,” 1 Timothy 6:7. 
Have you ever realized that, reader? It would be good 
to think this over. 


AFTER SUCH ENLIGHTENMENT from the 
Word of God, perhaps the reader is asking, “For what 
purpose then is man and money?” Space does not allow 
for a lengthy discussion, but 
sufficient will be said in the 
following lines to clear up this 
query. 

Firstly, man is here to bring praise and honor to the 
glory of God. That is why man was created in the first 
place. In Isaiah 43:7, we read, “Every one that is called 
by my name; for I have created him for my glory, I 
have formed him; yea, I have made him.” Now you know 
why God saved you. He saved you to live for Him! We 
read, “For ye are bought with a price (the body and blood 
of Jesus): therefore glorify God in your body, and in 
your spirit, which are God’s,” 1 Corinthians 6:29. 

Dear reader, are you fulfiling the above quoted scrip- 
ture? No, please don’t rush over this searching question. 
pause a while—consider it. Are you glorifying God in 
your life? Is it a holy life? Is it a consistent life? Is a 
dying world seeing Christ in you? Do you feel condemned? 
Then, right now, make the necessary adjustments, and 
look to the Lord for the grace to press on. Remember, you 
are not your own. You have been purchased with the pre- 
cious blood of Christ. My answer then to your first ques- 
tion is, We, as Christians, are here to bring praise and 
honor to His eternal name. 

Secondly is the purpose of money. None can live with- 
out it, so God has graciously given us nine-tenths 
to live on, but one-tenth (tithe) He definitely and posi- 
tively claims for the extension of His kingdom, here on 
earth. Anybody who withholds that tithe, irrespective of 
what he earns, is “picking pockets!” Yes, robbing his 
blessed Redeemer! Shame! Don’t you feel the same about 
it, reader? 

Let me clarify this claim the Lord has made about the 
tithe. In Leviticus 27:30, we read, “And all the tithe 
(one-tenth) of the land, whether of the seed of the land, 
or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s: it is holy (sep- 
arated) unto the Lord.” Again, God says, “And behold 
I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel 
for an inheritance, for their service which they serve, 
even the service of the tabernacle of the congregation,” 
Numbers 18:21. My answer then, as regards the purpose 
of money, is that nine-tenths is ours, but the one-tenth 
is the Lord’s. Reader, see that you don’t touch it. 

As regards the above quoted scriptures in Leviticus and 
Numbers, three things are made perfectly clear. 

(a) Your tithe, that you give the Lord, is neither a 
gift nor an offering! When you tithe, you are only rend- 
ering to God what is rightfully His. If you withhold, are 
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you not a pickpocket? Just think of it, refusing to tithe— 
after all the Lord has done for you! 

(b) Whilst God claims the one-tenth for Himself, re- 
member, He does not use it for Himself, but for the ex- 
tension of His kingdom—here on earth. In other words, 
indirectly you get it back. That is just like the Lord, is it 
not? 

A Chinaman was once asked to give a donation to 
the cause of Christ. Upon his refusal, he was asked his 
reason. He replied, “Me no like Christ; He always broke!” 
Is it true? Unfortunately, only too true. The work of 
Christ is being constantly retarded, simply because God 
is being constantly ROBBED! Are you one of the rob- 
bers? 

(c) We only start giving as a free-will offering after 
we have tithed. Now, how much have you been giving 
to the cause that you claim to love? 


GoD SAID Solomon was a wise man, so we 
need to take heed to his advice. “Honor the Lord with 
thy substance, and with the first fruits of all thine in- 
crease (this includes gifts that 
you receive as well): so shall 
thy barns be filled with plenty, 
and thy presses shall burst 
out with new wine,” Proverbs 3:9, 10. Yes, praise God, for 
the one who tithes there is blessing, spiritual and ma- 
terial. God always repays manifold. Hallelujah! The Bible 
says, “The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that 
watereth shall be watered also himself,” Proverbs 11:25. 
The Psalmist had the same experience as Solomon had, 
for he said, “He (God) maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures...” (hungry sheep never lie down; sheep lie 
down only when fully satisfied). Yes, a fat soul and a full 
barn are the promotion of the faithful tither. 

Oh, timid and fearful one, read again the promises 
of God. “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse 
(your place of worship), that there may be meat in mine 
house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of 
Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing that there shall not be 
room to receive it,” Malachi 3:10. I like the word 
“pour,” don’t you? In Jeremiah 1:12, God says, “I will 
hasten (watch over) my word to perform it.” Take God at 
His Word, then, and launch out into the deep. 

I remember a certain Christian who was some years 
ago drawing a good monthly salary, but who refused to 
tithe. He said he could not “see” the necessity. Eventually 
he “saw” the truth, and began to tithe. After the first 
month, he received a windfall of many pounds. He was 
amazed! So will you be, if you will start tithing, with 
the right motive, of course. Yes, reader, watch your motive 
in everything you do for the Master, as there are no divi- 
dends when the wrong motive is employed. Besides bless- 
ings spiritual and material, there is also protection 
from the evil one. Malachi 3:11 reads, “And I will rebuke 
the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the 
fruits of your ground....” 

A pentecostal minister once told me a story literally 
fulfilling this scripture. It concerns a Christian lady who 
ran a farm in Transvaal (South Africa). Locusts had 
invaded the district. Closer and closer, them came and she 
knew she would be ruined—unless—yes, unless the de- 
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vourer was rebuked! She called in this minister and asked x 


him to walk over part of the farm, claiming the promise 
of Malachi 3:11. This he gladly did. The result was that 
this was the only farm entirely free from locusts. Glory to 
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God! “I will rebuke the devourer, saith the Lord.” Beloved, 
God ALWAYS honors His Word. 

Now for another little story, so different from the 
one I have just related. It was told me by the same 
minister. He knew both parties. A Christian, also a Trans- 
vaal man, received a windfall of a thousand pounds. He 
refused to tithe on it, his argument being that it was a 
gift, therefore free from tithing. (What a weak excuse!) 
Anyway, he bought a large consignment of cattle with 
the money, but on the long trek home the majority died! 
The native boys, I understand, drove them too fast, and 
the heat of the hot summer sun was too much for them. 
Oh, if he had only tithed! God would have rebuked the 
devourer, as He did the locusts. Shall we let this last 
story be a lesson to us? Someone once said, “Wise is the 
man who has learned by experience,” but I say, Wiser still 
is the man who can learn by the experience of others! 
Is that true? Then stop ROBBING God! It pays to tithe 
—even on windfalls. 

Perhaps you are asking yourself, “Why do I not ex- 
perience the blessings God’s Word promises?” Well, per- 
haps it is because you are not tithing correctly. Some 
Christians only tithe after they have deducted their 
board, insurance, car allowance, traveling expenses, and 
so on. The Bible says bring all the tithes. .. .” Tithing 
on all your increase (whether it be from business or gifts) 
is absolutely essential. Dear reader, if you rob God of His 
due, be careful He does not withhold your dew from 
heaven. Remember, all God’s promises are conditional. 
The command is, “Honour the Lord with thy substance, 
and with the first fruits of ALL thine increase.” Oh, stop 
robbing God! If you want God’s best, then start tithing 
on your gross income. Let me assure you that there is real, 
lasting blessing awaiting the one who will do this. 


MANY CHRISTIANS, in spite of what they 
have seen and heard, still persist in arguing, by saying, 
“T am not under law but under grace.” Well, thank God 
for that, but may I give you 
just four reasons why people 
under grace should tithe? 

Firstly, if Israel gave one- 
tenth under law, how much more should we under grace? 
Read again a few scriptures, such as: John 3:16; Titus 
2:14; 1 Timothy 2:6; Galatians 2:20, and many 
others, and you will find the words, “He gave.” Yes, God 
is doing all the giving—all the time! Let me remind 
you again, lest you have forgotten, God gave all He had. 
In 2 Corinthians 8:9, we read, “For we know (do you?) the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might be rich.” Yet, we still find Christians 
“quibbling” about tithing. It is absolutely beyond me. Oh, 
may God help us to give! May God help me to give more! 
May He help us to give—as He gave! 

Secondly, tithing, for the benefit of the dispensational- 
ists was instituted before the law came into existence. 
Tithing was only incorporated into the law. Abram paid 
tithes to King Melchizedek (Genesis 14:20). This, dear 
reader, was seven hundred years before the law. 

Jacob also paid tithes, before the law came into exist- 
ence. Genesis 28:22 reads, “ ... and of all that thou 
shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.” 
Now notice something. Jacob did not say, I will give thee 
“a” tenth, but “the” tenth! Yes, the required amount! 
The amount stated! By whom? I ask, my reader, who 
else could state a requirement but God? Remember, Jacob 
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was not under law. This was five hundred years before the 
law! 

Allow me to refer you to Abram’s tithe, again. If Abram 
paid tithes to the priest Melchizedek, who was but a type 
of Christ, how much more ought we to pay tithes to the 
high priest, Jesus Christ, he being the antitype? Read 
Hebrews 6:20 and 7:2, and you will see how beautifully 
this truth is brought out. 

Thirdly, Jesus did not condemn tithing as some have 
suggested. If you will read Matthew 23:23, carefully, you 
will see that Christ said tithing was not to be left un- 
done, but rather, that tithing should spring forth from 
a heart that is filled with love. This only confirms what 
I told you in an earlier part of this message, when I re- 
ferred to having a right motive. 

Lastly, I want to remind my reader that under law 
God’s children not only tithed, but they brought: 

(a) Burnt offerings 

(b) Sacrifices 

(c) Love offerings 

(d) Vow offerings (Many Christians vow when in trou- 
ble, but never pay) 

(e) Freewill offerings 

({) Firstlings of their cattle 

You will find all this recorded in Deuteronomy 12:6. 
May I ask you kindly, are you excelling this kind of giving 
under grace? After reading Israel’s record, I am con- 
vinced that many of God’s children know nothing about 
giving. The Bible says, “He which soweth sparingly shall 
reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully 
shall reap also bountifully,” (2 Corinthians 9:6.) 

Reader, what kind of sowing have you been doing ? Re- 
call, “ ... for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap, Galatians 6:7. When reaping day comes, what 
will your portion be? Dear child of God, as you sit in God’s 
presence, under His all-searching eye, I want to ask you 
something. Have you been faithful in tithing? Have you 
tithed regularly? Have you tithed all that you have re- 
ceived, including gifts? Before you answer, remember 
Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5). 


READER, has God been speaking to you? 
Do you feel all “hot and bothered” about the subject we 
have been discussing? Can I suggest to you that this is a 
sure sign of conviction? As a Christian, will you be “big 
enough” to be “small enough” to bow before God and con- 
fess that you have been a pickpocket? Tell Him your 
trouble, your faults, about your stubbornness, and then 
claim the cleansing power of the precious blood of Jesus 
Christ, and become a tither—a faithful tither—a true 
tither—a full tither. Yes, in short, become a CO-LABOR- 
ER in the Lord’s work. You will never be the loser. God 
will never fail you. No never. He said, “I will hasten my 
word to perform it.” Trust Him now, launch out in faith, 
and begin to tithe! Charlie Page did. 

Mr. Page, was a businessman in the real estate business 
in Washington, U. S. A. Something went wrong, and one 
day he woke up to the fact that he was bankrupt. While 
in this state of bankruptcy, a Salvation Army lassie came 
up to him in the street and asked for a donation for the 
poor. “Sorry, lassie,” said Mr. Page; “I’m broke. All I 
have is one dollar and fifteen cents.” The lassie then ex- 
plained tithing to Mr. Page, whereupon he tithed. He 
not only tithed, but he gave her an offering, also. From 
that day, God blessed that man—yes, the man who dared 
to accept the challenge of God’s Word. Charlie Page 
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is the beautiful display of lights we see in the win- 

dows and on the lawns of our homes and shops 
all over the land. This custom of decorating our homes 
with many-colored lights during the Christmas season is 
followed to symbolize Christ as the Light of the world. 
It is the desire of each of us who follow Him to be a light 
shining out through the night, spreading His joy and 
happiness and peace to all the world. 

But, has the thought ever come to you, “Ah, but it does 
not seem possible that my life can ever accomplish any- 
thing”? It has to me. Every human being I have ever 
met, who was well-balanced and sensitive, who was not 
proud and arrogant, has needed encouragement to be- 
lieve in his possibilities for good, and to assert them. In 
many respects, most people are retiring; they shrink 
from great responsibilities. It seems as though meekness 
and humility often are associated with distrust of one- 
self. 

In the light of the Bible, we learn that everyone has his 
chance of bettering the earth. I recall reading about a 
man who sat in the courtyard of the high priest’s house 
at Jerusalem, warming himself at the fire. This in itself 
was a very proper thing to do. The night was cold. Only, 
his Master was in need of friends, and the man was 
warming himself rather than comforting his Master. It 
was simply a case of doing nothing. The Master was 
within sight and within hearing. A friendly word about 
the Master would have given great cheer, but it was not 
spoken. There he sat in quietness, having no care, keep- 
ing as much in the shadow as possible, and he let a noble 
soul pass through trial and distress without so much as 
lifting a hand, an eye, a lip, to help Him. 

But perhaps he was a mute; perhaps he was incapable 
of a brave deed; perhaps there were no possibilities in 
him of being helpful and heroic. Let us see. 


IT IS A MONTH and a half later. There is a 
great gathering in Jerusalem. Thousands are present. 
They are listening to a man who is talking to them 
earnestly and directly. He is talking about One lately 
crucified at the wish and instigation of the chief author- 
ities of the city. He speaks right out and says that this 
One is his Master. He goes further and charges these 
very authorities, and those who acted under their in- 
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May My Life® 


By MARY ELIZABETH GREEN 


stigation, with a cruel and unjust deed, even this deed 
of crucifixion. It is an eloquent, brave, daring man who 
is doing this. What power he has! How forceful is his 
utterance! He is afraid of no one. Who can he be? 

Suppose a stranger to the facts of the story should ask 
this question, and then someone should answer: “This is 
the man who sat at the fire warming himself, and in 
the supreme hour of his Master’s peril was speechless.” 
Would not the stranger say: “It can not be’? Yes, but it 
can be. That speechless fellow who crouched at the fire 
is this daring orator. Sitting there among the servants 
of the high priest and never lisping one word of loyalty, 
he had in him all the possibilities of bravery and speech. 
These are not two men, but one man; one man, first, 
with possibilities unasserted, and, then, with possibiities 
asserted. As he sat moping over that fire, he cut a pitiable 
figure; he was a poor weakling. But as he stands forth 
at Pentecost he is a hero—a hero who, having once dared 
to assert his possibilities, will go on, facing danger and at 
last death, so that he will die with an honored name and 
will be called forever a magnificent man. 

The Bible is full of stories of men and women who 
were quiet, unobtrusive, untalented; who have proved to 
be a blessing to the world. We think of Moses, not elo- 
quent, who was told to plead with Pharaoh, and the God 
who made him knew his possibilities; David, who was a 
mere shepherd lad, not enough of a man to be called to 
do service in the army, only a carrier of provisions for 
others who were the real heroes of the hour, who became 
king; Esther, who was merely one of many in a king’s 
household, belonging to a people under ban, without an 
open door of opportunity; Zerubbabel, who was so pow- 
erless that everybody said he could no more do the work 
which he saw was needed in Jerusalem than.a human 
hand could topple over a mountain; the woman of Sa- 
maria whose whole career of evil was an estoppage upon 
any effort to bring her villagers to any true idea of a 
holy, blameless life. They succeeded, every one of them, 
as did Amos taken from the sheepfolds and Elisha taken 
from the plow to be prophets; as did those untaught 
fishermen who became the leaders of the thought of the 
academies of Greece, the universities of Europe, and the 
market places of the whole earth. 

Again and again the pages of history tell us stories of 
those who by asserting their possibilities have made life 
richer and fuller and more meaningful for others. 


WHEN THE BIBLE SAYS, “Not many wise, 
not many mighty, not many noble are called,” it speaks 
a truth which we can all recognize if we think back to the 
beginning of those who today are the greatest blessing 


The Church of God Evangel 

















Sw 


~- 2OWO et 8s 


pe a 














°he a Light 


to the human race. The men and women today who are 
in the realm of human helpfulness, who seem mighty, 
wise, and noble, have grown to be such. They were not 
such originally. They worked to develop the possibilities 
that were within them. 

As we review the lives of these men and women who 
have done so much to lift their fellow men, we see that, 
first, they believed in their possibilities. Their eyes were 
not on their handicaps, their past failures, their weak- 
nesses, but their eyes were on a God who needed their 
help and who had promised to be with them and em- 
power them for service. David, in the midst of defeat, 
encouraged himself in the Lord his God. This is a source 
that is open to all of us. It is a source that never fails. 
A realization of the personal presence of God can make 
the most timid of us courageous. If you and I are to 
live lives of usefulness, we, too, must learn David’s sec- 
ret. He knew how to encourage himself in the Lord his 
God. 

Next, we note that these men and women asserted their 
possibilities. David sought his opportunity. He said, “I 
will go against Goliath.” David put forth his skill. Esther 
sought her opportunity. It was not at hand. She, timid, 
distrustful, knew that life itself was in danger. But she 
started her possibilities at fearful risk, and she, too, 
saved a nation as did David. 

Christ never stood before one soul and talked to it as 
though it were incompetent for good. He did just the op- 
posite. He said to men who, to the best of our knowledge, 
had never anticipated a day’s work outside of Palestine, 
“Go into all the world,” and He charged men who had 
given no promise whatever of useful, not to say large, 
deeds, to let their power out and bless everybody. We must 
not let this fundamental thought escape us, that every 
one who exerts it has his chance for usefulness; not for 
fame, perhaps, but for usefulness; not for a larger place, 
but for usefulness. We must believe this and believe it 
with our whole soul. 

All of us who have learned to love Christ yearn for 
the good life, but there may be some of us who, in spite 
of our earnestness and our effort, are failing to live lives 
of usefulness because we are seeking to be negatively 
good. When we decide to become a Christian, we fix our 
minds on the evil to be expelled rather than on the good 
that should take its place. To be good and not to do good 
is to be conquered by evil. (Matthew 12:43-45.) 


Now WHAT IS WRONG with trying to be 
good merely by fighting evil? Emptiness of evil, however 
complete, is not an equivalent for goodness. Mere harm- 
lessness is never holiness. To make the casting out of 
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evil a goal in itself is to forget the true goal. 

What is God seeking in your life and mine? Positive 
goodness. When He asks us to give up an evil it is not 
that our hearts and our hands may be empty, but that 
they may be full. “I come not to condemn the world but 
to save.” “I am come that you might have life more 
abundantly.” He wants you and me to be His helpers here 
to spread this abundant life. “Ye are the salt of the 
earth.” “Ye are the light of the world.” 

Paul instructs us to “be not drunk with wine wherein 
is excess, but BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT.” Peter 
says, “Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorn- _ 
ing of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of 
putting on of apparel; but LET IT BE THE HIDDEN 
MAN OF THE HEART, IN THAT WHICH IS NOT COR- 
RUPTIBLE, EVEN THE ORNAMENT OF A MEEK AND 
QUIET SPIRIT.” What do we emphasize in these quota- 
tions? Don’t drink, don’t wear jewelry, don’t, don’t, don’t 
—. If merely to do no evil would make one good, then it 
would be possible to make a Susannah Wesley out of 
a rag doll. Adding up “don’t’s” is just like adding up a 
column of ciphers—the sum is always nothing. None of 
these things reflect Christ. Some of the most critical and 
pharisaical people I’ve ever known have been professing 
Christians who are proud of the one thousand and one 
sins they don’t commit. Our challenge is “WHAT DO YE 
MORE THAN THEY?” 

Why did the man of one talent lose his treasure, while 
he himself was thrown out into the night? It certainly 
was not because he wasted his substance in riotous living. 
He had not squandered his money only to stand before 
his lord empty-handed. He had rather refused to use it 
at all. He kept it laid up in a napkin. The fruit tree was 
ripe for destruction, not because it bore poisonous fruit, 
but because it bore none at all. The five foolish girls 
had the door shut in their faces, not because they were 
antagonistic to the bridegroom, but because they had 
no oil. If we are to win, we are to live positively. What is 
positive living? I think it is summed up in the thought, 
“WHAT DO YE MORE THAN THEY?” 


‘THE WORLD IS SEEKING happiness, peace, 
security. We say we find all this in Christ. How do we 
reflect these things to those with whom we rub shoulders 
daily: our family, our neighbors, those with whom we 
work, our schoolmates, etc.? Do we complain about our 
lot in life, our hardships, our trials? Are we troubled by 
fears and anxieties? Is the world in which we live, in 
which God placed us, an unlovely place, only to be en- 
dured until we can make it through to the next? You 
remember that the next morning bright and early, after 
Nebuchadnezzar had caused Daniel to be cast into the 
lions’ den, he rushed out to the din and called to Daniel, 
asking, “Has the God in whom thou believest been able 
to deliver you?” The unbelieving world is asking us who 
profess faith in God and in His Word that question, and 
they are seeking their answer in our- countenances, our 
daily lives, our conversation, our display of well-being, 
joy, peace of mind, and not in our words. 

We in Pentecost, say we believe we are endued with 
power when we receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit. 
Some of our number believe that that power is only dis- 
played in shouting and speaking in tongues. Paul tells 
us that the way we may know who is filled with the 
Spirit is by the love that he shows, the joy he has, the 
peace he has, his spirit of longsuffering, meekness, kind- 
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PICKPOCKETS 


(Continued from page 5) 


eventually became the “Oklahoma Oil King.” It was said 
that “Charlie never struck a dry hole!” 

William Colgate, the world renowned soap man, left 
home as a young man to seek employment. An old sea 
captain found him and showed him the Bible way of 
salvation. He also taught him the truth of tithing, and 
Colgate became a faithful tither through “thick and 
thin!” The result was that the Lord blessed him, and he 
eventually bought the factory in which he worked. If 
you trust God for big things, He will do big things. 

Albert Hyde was a wealthy man of Kansas City, U.S.A. 
One day he found himself in debt to the extent of 
$100,000. Just after that he happened to hear a sermon on 
Genesis 28:22, the story of Jacob’s vow to tithe, and Albert 
Hyde began to tithe in faith, fully believing that God 
would “hasten his word to perform it.” That same after- 
noon (Sunday) a friend, a retired physician, called on 
Mr. Hyde for a chat. The physician, knowing his friend’s 
plight, pulled out of his pocket an old discarded pre- 
scription and offered it to him, saying, “If you can do 
anything with this you can have it.” Mr. Hyde thanked 
him for it and accepted it. After spending much time 
looking into the prescription, Mr. Hyde started to manu- 
facture Mentholatum, and tithed on the income. Very 
soon his huge debt was paid, and Mr. Hyde became a very 
wealthy man. Yes, because he dared to accept the chal- 
lenge of God’s Word—for daring to start tithing whilst 
still in debt! 

Mr. Le Tourneau, the man who is world famous for his 
tractors and earth moving impliments, is a regular 
full tither. He also gives away thousands of dollars over 
and above his tithes. Some say he is worth thousands, 
others, millions. Anyway, whether it be millions or thou- 
sands, he says it pays to tithe. He ought to know. 

I suppose I could go on writing for a long time on this 
subject of tithing, expounding on more scriptures and 
giving you more experiences of men and women who 
have proved the truth of tithing. I could, if space per- 
mitted, give a number of thrilling experiences which I, 
personally, have had as a direct result of being a full, 
regular tither. But would it help you? I think not. It 
would, no doubt, be a blessing to you, but, you see, I 
want you to be a blessing to others. So, I think enough 
has been said on the subject of tithing to convince any- 
body with an open mind. If the Word of God cannot con- 
vince you, then all the testimonies in the world will not. 
See Luke 16:31. 

Now that we have come to the end of this message on 
“pickpockets,” allow me to close it by stating God’s ques- 
tion, God’s challenge, and God’s promise. 

God’s question: “Will a man rob God in tithes and of- 
ferings?” Malachi 3:8. 

God’s challenge: “Bring ye ALL the tithes into the 
storehouse, and prove me now,” Malachi 3:10, 11. 

May God bless you, dear reader, and give you the grace 
to answer His question, accept His challenge, and believe 
His promise. Others have! 





« 


In the mountains of truth, you never climb in 
vain. Either you reach a higher point today, or 
you exercise your strength in order to be able to 
climb higher tomorrow. —Frederich W. Nietzsche. 
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MAY MY LIFE BE A LIGHT 
(Continued from page 7) 


ness, gentleness, and the faith by which he lives. These, 
then, are the things that give us power. May we not con- 
clude that the power we have for good in the world is 
dependent on the degree to which our lives reflect these 
attributes? Truly, when we reflect these characteristics, 
are we not a peculiar people? 

Many of us, in seeking lives of greater usefulness, want 
some of the more spectacular gifts. We want the gift of 
healing, of tongues, of interpretation, and of prayer. Let 
me tell you the story of two great prayer warriors I think 
are worth emulating. I do not know their names, but 
here are their stories. I wonder if theirs is the gift of 
prayer we seek. 


SICKNESS CAME one year to the poorly 
paid pastor of a country church. It was winter, and the 
pastor was in financial straits. A number of his flock de- 
cided to meet at his house and offer prayers for the 
speedy recovery of the sick one and for material blessing 
upon the pastor’s household. There was a loud knock 
at the door. When the door was opened a stout farmer 
boy was seen wrapped up comfortably. “What do you 
want, boy?” asked one of the elders. “Pa couldn’t come, 
so I’ve brought his prayers,” replied the boy. “Brought 
Pa’s prayers? What do you mean?” “Yes, brought his 
prayers, and they’re out in the wagon. Just help me, and 
we'll get ’em in.” Investigation disclosed the fact that 
“Pa’s prayers” consisted of potatoes, flour, bacon, oat- 
meal, turnips, apples, warm clothing, and a lot of jellies 
for the sick one. The prayer meeting adjourned at short 
notice, after praising God for His mercies. 

The pastor of a large and prosperous church learned 
one day that in a lonely place in that vicinity a certain 
widow with several children was living in dire poverty. 
With impulsive eagerness he jumped into his car and 
drove to the cottage. The scene which there met his gaze 
was so distressing that he felt as if something were tear- 
ing at his heart. After a hurried conversation the widow 
asked, “Brother , will you pray with me?” “Pray!” 
thundered the minister, “I haven’t any time to pray.” 
He jumped into his buggy and drove to the grocer, baker, 
butcher, and coal merchant. When he returned he busied 
himself until he had the place as warm as toast and the 
family generously fed. Then he said: “Now, I'll pray 
with you all afternoon, if you wish.” 

The ability to preach and to talk to people about their 
need of Christ is not always the most effective way to 
reveal Him to them. I recall reading about a young 
American teacher in a Japanese government school who 
gave his word that he would not mention Christ or 
Christianity to his students. He kept his word, but his life 
was so pure, his spirit so kind, he manifested so much 
love, and had such peace that his students began to seek 
for his secret of living. After some months, a large group 
of the boys whom he taught gave themselves to Christ, 
whom they knew he followed. Many of them later en- 
tered the Christian ministry. 





A PRESBYTERIAN MINISTER tells the fol- 
lowing story: 
A young man came to me recently and asked, “What 
Christian work can I do?” 
I said to him, “What time do you get up in the morn- 
ing?” 
“At half-past six.” 
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“What do you do after breakfast?” 

“Go to the office and work steadily until I go to lunch 
at twelve o’clock. Work steadily until half-past five or 
six, or sometimes later.” 

“What do you do after supper?” 

“Read the paper, or sometimes go to a lecture or con- 
cert. I’m too tired to do much.” 

“When would you do Christian work if I have any for 
you to do.” 

“I don’t know.” 

“Murray,” I said, “God has so placed you, so filled your 
day, that I don’t see where you can get time for much 
outside Christian work if I gave you any to do. I don’t 
think God expects you to add any Christian work to your 
daily burden.” 

Murray looked at me a moment and said, “I guess 
that’s so.” 

“But wait a bit,” I said. “Are there other men employed 
where you are?” 

“Yes, a great many,” he answered. 

“Do you do your work as well as the rest, or not as 
well, or better?” 

“Oh, about as well as any of them, I think.” 

“Do they know that you are a Christian?” 

“Why, yes, I suppose so.” 

“See here, Murray, here’s something you can’do. Do 
your work better than you ever did. Help the other fellow 
who is behind, if you can. Let them all know that you 
are a Christian, not by talking, but by living. Give a 
helpful word here and there. Show Christ living in you 
and controlling you. Preach the gospel among your as- 
sociates by the best life you can live, with God’s help. 
Will you try it?” 

He- promised and went away. Six weeks later I met 
the superintendent of the department where he worked. 
He said, “Isn’t Murray one of your men?” 

“Yes,” I said. “Why?” 

“What’s come over Murray?” he asked. 

“I don’t know,” I said, “I didn’t know anything had.” 


“Well, there has. He’s the best clerk in the whole force 
and has become so in the last month. He’s the best in- 
fluence about the whole place. The men all notice it. 
He’s quiet, earnest, and full of a spirit that imparts it- 
self to others. Something has come over Murray.” 

Yes, to have power we must live positively. “WHAT DO 
YE MORE THAN THEY?” 

Are we kind and sweet and gentle as we live from day 
to day among those who are unsaved? Do we ask God 
for wisdom to help us win those who do not love our 
Christ? He said, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God who giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
braideth not; and it shall be given him.” Oh, how we 
need wisdom! It isn’t the one who goes about preaching 
to his friends in season and out of season who is always 
the greatest soul winner, but it is the one who asks God 
to show him when to speak and what to say. There is a 
time for all things. There are times when the best thing 
to do is to keep still and other times to speak. Oh, how 
much we need to “be still and know that he is God!” 
How much we need to keep so close to Him that we may 
hear His voice! It may seem hard sometimes to wait till 
He speaks, but it will pay to wait rather than run ahead. 

Is it not inspiring to have Christ call us “lights” and 
bid us shine for Him? What possibilities He suggests! 
If we will believe in our possibilities, assert them, and 
live positively, we can have the thrill of watching the 
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kingdom of God grow in the hearts of our fellow men 
here on earth. 

No, I can’t promise you fame or fortune—you may be 
one of the earth’s unsung heroes—but I can promise you 
that wrongs will be redressed; lives will be redeemed; 
saints may be empowered through the influence of your 
life; you may shine clearer and farther and deeper into 
the darkness of this world’s needs; and in the end I 
think you might hear our Maker say, “Well done, thou 
good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joys of the 
Lord.” 





THE QUESTION BOX 
(Continued from page 2) 


was now about to lose forever, he lost his wife, relatives, 
country, and, what was most afflictive, the altars of his 
God and the ordinances of religion.” Young’s Literal 
Translation of the Holy Bible translates the words as 
“till David exerted himself.” Keil and Delitzsch translates 
the words as “ ‘Till David wept strongly’; that is, to such 
a degree that David wept very loud.” F. C. Cook in The 
Bible Commentary states that David’s “affection for Jon- 
athan, coupled with his sense of Saul’s injustice and his 
own injured innocence, fully accounts for his strong 
emotion.” In like manner all Bible authorities under- 
stand the purity of the love between Jonathan and David, 
and that David’s emotions exceeded Jonathan’s. Jamie- 
son, Fausset, and Brown speaks of their love as “The 
pruest brotherly affection.” Not one Bible authority that 
I know, or whose works I know, has ever considered 
the possibility of homosexuality ——- even to deny it. 
Such a position is absurd and devilish, the product of a 
depraved mind. 

The kiss of Jonathan and David could not have been 
other than the kiss of the father to the prodigal son 
(Luke 15:20), the kiss Jesus customarily exchanged with 
His disciples (Matthew 26:48), and the kiss Paul directed 
to be given between Christian brethren (1 Corinthians 
16:20). It was customary for Orientals to kiss on the 
neck and not the lips, which is a custom practiced by 
Western countries. 

When Jonathan was killed, David mourned. 2 Samuel 
1:26, “I am distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan: 
very pleasant hast thou been unto me: thy love to me 
was wonderful, passing the love of women.” This is proof 
that David and Jonathan’s love was spiritual and sub- 
lime, for David here definitely states that it surpassed 
the physical love of man for woman. The purity of their 
love is so manifest in this verse that it must be under- 
stood in the light of Proverbs 18:24: “There is a friend 
that sticketh closer than a brother.” A person unable 
to recognize this purity of love, or who thinks the word 
“love’ ’suggests something physical without recognition of 
the spiritual, can not have any conception whatsoever 
of the love that exists between God and man and be- 
tween Christian brothers and sisters, for this love has 
not consideration at all for the sex of the lover and the 
loved. Anyone who sees homosexuality in the love of 
David and Jonathan does so without statement or con- 
notation from the Scriptures. Such people should learn 
that “unto the -— all things are pure: that unto them 
that are defiled and unbelieving is nothing pure; but 
even their mind and conscious is defiled” (Titus 1:15). 





There’s always room at the top without pushing 
anyone aside. When you get to the end of your 
rope—tie a knot and hang on. 


Take heart, waiting one, thou waitest for One who 
will not disappoint thee, and who will not be five 
minutes behind the appointed moment. Ere long 
your sorrow shall be turned into joy. 
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ALABAMA 

COALDALE, Ala.—We have had a 
great revival, with Rev. Roy Dagnan, 
of Wallins Creek, Ky., as the evange- 
list. A goodly number were saved, 
sanctified, and baptized with the Holy 
Ghost. Several people were healed in 
the special healing services. Our 
church is growing under the leader- 
ship of our good pastor, Rev. Robert 
M. Taylor, who came to us a short 
time ago.—Reporter. 


CALIFORNIA 

SAC O, Calif—We’ve had a 
tremendous increase in our Sunday 
School attendance averaging 56 for 
the past month. We are in a revival 
with the ministers of our church. In 
the past week six were saved, 2 sanc- 
tified, and 4 filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Many have been completely 
healed, also, and we pray God will in- 
crease our faith in Him. 

Our Y.P.E. attendance has also in- 
creased and many young people have 
re-dedicated their lives to the Lord. 
Our church and Sunday School are in- 
creasing so much that we are plan- 
ning to build new Sunday School 
rooms. We have a wonderful pastor.— 
Paul Jones, Reporter. 


FLORIDA 

NEWBERRY, Fla.—Sister Addie 
Owens did the preaching in a good 
revival three and one-half weeks at 
the Newberry Church of God. Seven 
were saved, 6 sanctified, 3 baptized 
with the Holy Ghost, 6 added to the 
church, and 3 baptized in water. Sis- 
ter Owens preached inspiring messag- 
es every night, and God blessed in a 
mighty way. We give God all the 
praise.—Reporter, Sister Rowland. 


Telegram 

LAKEWORTH, Fla.—Great revival, 
with Mrs. Roy Douglas, evangelist. 
Over 40 saved, 25 sanctified, 12 bap- 
tized with Holy Ghost, 12 baptized in 
water, 18 added to church, and a 
number of healings. This was a great 
meeting and is not over yet.—Harold 
F. Douglas, Pastor. 


LAKE PLACID, Fla.—November 29, 
1953, will be a long-remembered day 
here at Lake Placid. The day began 
with a wonderful spirit of love, unity, 
and fellowship. After Sunday School, 
part of the program was that every 
pupil should buy at least one block for 
our new church. This part of the pro- 
gram went over 100 per cent. 

During the 11 o’clock service, our 
state overseer, Brother E. L. Simmons, 
brought a wonderful message on the 
subject “Be Ye Doers of the Word.” 
Everybody then enjoyed a wonderful 
meal prepared by the ladies. 

At two o’clock we started the after- 
noon service. We had prayed for $5,000 
on our new church (which we are 
planning to start soon). The Holy 
Ghost came down and melted our 
hearts and we received $1,847.60 in 
cash and pledges. Our District Over- 
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seer, Brother A. J. Duncan, brought a 
stirring message on “Vision.” 

The people at Lake Placid are fine 
people with whom to work. Since I 
was appointed here seven months ago, 
we have received 31 new members in- 
to the church. Our L.W.W.B. bought 
our new lots and have them free of 
debt.—J. Frank Culpepper, Pastor. 


GEORGIA 

BAXLEY, Ga.—We have just had a 
two weeks’ revival with Sister Ann 
Brown as the evangelist. Several were 
saved and sanctified and three re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost. Sister Brown 
preaches old-time holiness. Several 
men and women were in the altar 
seeking the Holy Ghost when the re- 
vival closed.—Mrs. B. F. Willard, Clerk. 


LOUISIANA 

BOGALUSA, La.—PRAYER is still 
the key to a revival. For the past year 
we have been devoting Thursday of 
each week as sacrifice day. The ladies 
of the church meet at the church and 
pray several hours. During the first 
week of November the ladies of our 
church met each morning for a period 
of prayer. We were all in earnest con- 
cerning a revival. On November 8, Sis- 
ter L. A. Brannon, of New Orleans, 
came as the evangelist to conduct our 
revival. The prayer band continued to 
meet each morning throughout the 
three weeks of revival, and in these 
prayer meetings alone, 5 received the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. God used 
Sister Brannon in a great way. Her 
fiery sermons stirred the people, and 
God richly poured out His blessings 
upon us. 

Several were healed of various af- 
flictions. Twenty-five were saved, 21 
sanctified, 21 baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, 12 baptized in water, and 14 
added to the church. 

The church in general was revived, 
and a renewed spirit to work for 
Christ and His Church now prevails 
among our people. Each department 
of the church is growing, and we give 
God the praise for it all—James E. 
Wynes, pastor. . 
MISSISSIPPI 

CLEVELAND, Miss.—Forty-two were 
saved, 39 sanctified, 48 filled with the 
Holy Ghost, 45 added to the church 
and 21 baptized in water in our 3 
weeks’ revival, with E. N. Wright as 
the evangelist. Many sick were healed. 
We appreciate our pastor and his wife, 
Brother and Sister C. L. Griffith —Ver- 
mell Hinton, Reporter. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

ASHEVILLE, N. C.—A good revival 
was just held at the Woodfin Church 
of God in Asheville, North Carolina, 
conducted by Sister Tilda Oxendine, of 
Elizabethton, Tennessee. Nine were 
saved, 4 sanctified, 2 filled with the 
Holy Ghost, and the church was won- 
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derfully blessed. I can recommend her 

as evangelist and I feel she would do 

~~ Sa good.—Lonnie I. Hare, 
astor. 


BIG ALARKA, N. C.—We have had ° 


the greatest revival in the history of 
our church. Brother W. E. Lankford, 
of Canton, N. C., was the evangelist. 
There were 21 saved, 18 sanctified, 15 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and 19 add- 
ed to the church. We certainly do ap- 
preciate our fine pastor, Reverend 
M. L. Snyder.—Orval Nations, Report- 
er. 


FAYETTEVILLE, N. C.—The Lord 
really blessed us in a revival at the 
Church of God on the corner of “C” 
and Adams Streets here in Fayette- 
ville, North Carolina. Several were 
healed, many received deeper experi- 
ences with God, thirteen joined the 
church, 12 were saved, 5 sanctified, 
and one received the Holy Ghost. 
Brother D. J. Brooks was the evange- 
list. We praise God for His many good 
messages and the good work that our 
pastor, Reverend J. H. Daniels, is do- 
ing in behalf of our church—Mrs. 
R. P. Carter. 


NORTH WILKESBORO, N. C.—We 
had a wonderful revival, with Brother 
Ray Collins as the evangelist. There 
were 3 saved, 2 sanctified, 1 filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and 9 added to 
the church. Two were baptized in wa- 
ter. The church was greatly blessed, 
and the revival fire is still burning. 
The revival closed with observance of 
the Lord’s Supper and feet washing. 
We greatly appreciate our pastor, 
Brother Leonard, and his fa mily.— 
Amanda Anderson, Reporter. 


OHIO 

MARION, Ohio—We are in _ the 
greatest revival that we have ever had 
at the Church of God in Marion, Ohio. 
Sister Lillie Haney, a 14-year-old 
schoolgirl, is the evangelist. We have 
had the altar full and a packed house 
every night. Her 12-year-old sister is 
helping her.—Reverend J. C. Beach, 
Pastor. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

YOUNGWOOD, Pa—In a _ recent 
evangelistic effort at Youngwood, 
Pennsylvania, there was a great out- 
pouring of God’s power in healing and 
saving souls. Ten found the Lord, and 
many were healed. The evangelist, 
Jennie Townsend, will be glad go 
wherever God calls her and pray for 
the sick. Her address is P. O. Box 12, 
North Apollo, Pennsylvania, phone 
72-5223. 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

PELZER, S. C.—In our recent reviv- 
al, with Dr. J. M. Baird as the evange- 
list, 8 souls were saved, 3 sanctified, 2 
baptized with the Holy Ghost, and 2 
added to the church. We are happy to 
have as our new pastor Rev. Grady L. 
Waters and his family.—Mrs. Mildred 
R. Schroeder. 


The Church of God Evangel 
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Seventh-Day Adventists, meeting in 
fall council in Washington, listened 
with pride to reports of fresh church 
rowth and activity. Adventists now 
fave some 900,000 baptized members 
throughout the world, who contrib- 
uted $56 million in offerings last year, 
helped support 2,000 foreign mission- 
aries. The fall council’s main busi- 
ness: approving a new foreign mis- 
sions budget of $21 million. 


HINDU TEMPLE OPENED 
IN HONG KONG 

HONG KONG, China (EP)—The 
first Hindu temple to be built in Hong 
Kong opened on Sunday, September 
13, in the presence of many ——— 
residents of Hong Kong. The official 
opening service was followed by a re- 
ligious service, conducted by a Hindu 
priest. The —— (costing $100,000 
Hong Kong) will cater to the reli- 
gious needs of the Hindu community, 
which numbers over 1,000. Within the 
temple are images of Narayan and 
Lakshmi, a Hindu god and_ goddess. 
Pastel cuertnes give the whole hall an 
atmosphere intended to encourage 
worship. 


Believe it or not, snuff production 
in the United States reached 37 mil- 
lion pounds in 1952, but small com- 
pared with approximately one and a 
— billion pounds of cigarette to- 

acco. 


WORK ON SKID ROW 
IS “TOUGHER” 


CHICAGO (EP) Dr. William Seath, 
Superintendent of the Chicago Chris- 
tian Industrial League, looked back 
yesterday over the eight million free 
meals and two million free beds pro- 
vided by the skid row mission he heads 
and decided that he never faced a 
tougher job than in rehabilitating the 
cynical young transients of 1953. The 
average skid row denizen of today is 
much younger than in the past years. 
He is better educated and in about 
one out of four cases is a veteran of 
World War II. “These men are very 
restless and upset,” said Seath, a 33- 
year veteran of mission work. “They 
are harder to reach than any I’ve ever 
encountered. They are cynical and in- 
clined to be skeptical about things.” 
The big influx of young men came 
shortly after World War II, he said. 
Many jumped from service to indus- 
try and found they weren’t prepared 
for the change because the war had 
taken away the formative period of 
their lives. The flood of young tran- 
sients has increased. Within the last 
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year, there has been a marked in- 
crease in restlessness. Many men of 
draft age, said Seath, have difficulty 
getting jobs, and throw themselves in- 
to transient life, not to evade service, 
but just to “see the world.” 


PRESS ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCES 
CONVENTION PLANS 

CHICAGO (EP) The Evangelical 
Press Association will hold its Sixth 
Annual Convention at the Midland 
Hotel in ree a January 26-28, and 
will be featuring workshop sessions 
and practical lectures on “| 
layout and planning during the three- 
day gathering. Mr. Kenneth Butler, of 
Northwestern University, will address 
the meeting of editors and publishers 
at two workshop sessions, and will 
carry on a criticism discussion of 
magazines submitted to him by the 
EPA members. Other speakers at the 
convention will include Mrs. Helen 
Sigrid, former Communist writer, who 
will speak on “What the Christian Ed- 
itor Needs to Know About Commu- 
nism,” and Charles L. Ramsey, well 
known religious cartoonist. A panel 
discussion on the subject “Licking the 
Cost Problem” and a_ discussion, 
“Ways that Win in Increasing Circu- 
lation,” will get to the heart of diffi- 
cult problems facing the editor and 
publisher. William McDermott, feature 
writer for national magazines, will 
speak on “The Editor, The Writer, The 
Reader.” 

A special awards program will be 
featured at this convention, giving an 
award to the magazine which carried 
the most helpful article or editorial, 
to the magazine carrying on the most 
effective circulation program, and to 
the magazine with the most worth- 
while editorial policy. These awards 
are to be presented at the EPA dinner 





meeting, January 27, held in the Mid- 
land Hotel banquet hall. The EPA has 
increased its membership in the past 
year to more than 85 of the leading 
evangelical religious magazines of the 
United States, Canada, and Mexico. 


TOBACCO—NO SIGNS 
OF SATURATION 

NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana (EP) 
Total domestic sales of cigarettes in- 
creased from 112,000,000,000 in 1933 to 
397,000,000,000 in 1952, Lewis Gruber 
of P. Lorillard Company told a region- 
al meeting of the National Association 
of Tobacco Distributors at New Or- 
leans as reported in the Herald Trib- 
une, New York, recently. Over 1,300,000 
independent retailers handle ciga- 
rettes, he said. There are now a dozen 
brands which each enjoy a _ sales 
volume of over 400,000,000 packs a 
year, whereas in the 1920’s there were 
three brands that dominated the 
market. The “king size” is now very 
popular and accounts for 20 per cent 
of present volume. The domestic mar- 
ket was called “ever-growing” and 
Shows “no sign of saturation.” 


CODDLING YOUTHS 
CAUSES CRIME 

DENVER, Colorado (EP) “Coddling 
of youngsters” is one cause of the 
high juvenile crime rate; Municipal 
Judge Mitchel Jones declared in fining 
four youths $50 and sentencing them 
to 10-day jail terms recently. Judge 
Johns dealt out the punishment 
the youths, ranging in age from 16 to 
22, for assault and disturbance. He 
warned jail sentences would be man- 
datory in his court when future de- 
fendants are found guilty of carry- 
ing dangerous weapons in juvenile 
gang fights. 
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A CHURCH OF GOD INSTITUTION 
International Bible College 
Estevan, Saskatchewan, Canada 


Second Semester—January 20th to April 24th, Offers Such Subjects as 
Christian Evidence—Church History—General Epistles—Pastoral Counselling 
Pastoral Theology—World-Wide Missions 


Three Full Months for $112.50, Including Board and Room 
Apply at once to the Registrar, Box 332, Estevan, Saskatchewan 
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Darrell L. Lindsay, 
President, 
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James A. Stephens, 
Provincial Overseer 
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ATTRACTIVE BANNERS 


Increase your Sunday School at- 
tendance with these banners. They 
are beautifully displayed in colors 
to make these manners very beauti- 
ful to the audience. 


Attendance Banner, size 13%2x20 
Price $2.35 


Banner Offering, size 1342120 
Price $2.35 
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REGISTER BOARD—No. JW49 


This board is made of well-sea- 
soned oak material. It keeps be- 
fore the school the attendance and 
the offering. With board come the 
following heavy black cardboard 
slides with white lettering: 


Register of Attendance and Offering 
Attendance Today 
Attendance Last Sunday 
Attendance a Year Ago Today 
Offering Today 
Offering Last Sunday 
Offering a Year Ago Today 

Size 32x2234 inches, %4 inch thick, 


complete with seven slides and four 
sets of numbers (We) . . . $9.75 


Extra set of seven slides and four 
sets of numbers (We) $1.25 

Extra sets of numbers (0 to 9) 
We) 6 er UE oe a 











IMPROVED REGISTER BOARD-No. PH49 


This is a particularly attractive and durable board. Composed of five panels, 
with ornamented top, made of three layers of plywood. Width, 235g inches; 
height, 2914 inches; thickness, 5g inch. Price Agee $6.50 





OAK REGISTER BOARD-No. 8543 


Width, 20 in.; height, 3134 in.; thickness, %4 in. 

Complete with fourteen cardboard slides, white lettering on black back- 
ground, and six sets of numbers 0 to 9 (35, in. high.) Price $15.50 

Extra slides and numbers for Register board—seven slides and one set of 
numbers. Order set No. 148. Price $1.25 

Extra numbers only for Register board No. 8543. Four sets numbers 0 to 9, 40c. 


CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 


TENNESSEE 
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BRAND NEW HIT SONGS BY BENNIE 
S. TRIPLETT 


JUST OFF THE PRESS 


“ANYTHING” 

“MY PART” 

“THE HEM OF HIS GARMENT” 

“OPEN THE DOOR THAT LEADS TO YOUR 
HEART” 


SONGS BY UNCLE WHITT DENSON 
AND BOBBY PEOPLES 


“JOHN’S VISION” 
“IT MAKES ME WANT TO PRAY” 


FAVORITES BY VEP ELLIS 


“AT THE END OF THE TRAIL” 

“MY GOD’S 1-3 LOVE” 
“THE STORY OF 

“GLORY BE TO THE SON OF GOD” 
“IN GOD WE TRUST” 


OTHER NEW RELEASES AVAILABLE 
“SOMEBODY BIGGER THAN YOU AND I,” 
LANGE 
“I HAVE A DESIRE,” ABNER 
“CRYING IN THE CHAPEL,” GL 
“DEAR LORD, BEMEMBE ER oe JACKSON 
ALONE.” G OGAN 
Ross. ROGAN 


“HIS HAND IN MINE,” LISTE zz 


Any of these sheet songs are available 
to you for just 50c each. Order now and 
be the first to get these fine selections. 


TENNESSEE MUSIC & PRINTING CO. 
922 Montgomery Ave., Cleveland, Tenn. 
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No. 
*2114--The Sunshine Boys singing 
CRYING IN THE CHAPEL b/w Steal 
Away 
VEP ELLIS 


9020—The Love of God b/w At the End 
of the Trail 


9021—When I Meet You b/w I’ve Got 
Religion 
HOMELAND HARMONY QUARTET 


*§6029—I Have a Desire b/w I'll Tell 
It Wherever I Go 


*6030—Days of Glory b/w I Know a 
Story of Love 


*6031—Don’t Turn Around b/w Let 
God Be Your Keeper 


*6032—Looking Toward the Sunset 
b/w I Have a Song Inside 


*6033—-Sinner Be Ready to Go b/w 
Heaven’s the Piace You’ll Long to Go 


(*) Available in 45 RPM also 
$1.00 each postpaid 


Tennessee Music & 
Printing Company 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


The Church of God Evangel 
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LaFLEUR 

Reverend David LaFleur, a colored 
ordained minister in the Church of 
God, in the state of Florida, died 
November 27, 1953. 

THOMPSON 

Sister Joyce Yvonne Thompson, 24, 
a member of the well-known Thomp- 
son Sisters Trio, of the Huntington, 
West Virginia, Church of God, was 
killed instantly in an automobile ac- 
cident November 14, while en route 
from Huntington to Ashland, Ken- 
tucky, to attend church services. She 
was secretary of the Sunday School 
of the Church of God at Huntington, 
West Virginia. She was also in —— 
of the Junior Y.P.E. Several mont 
past she received her calling to the 
mission field and was making plans 
to enroll in Lee College the first of 
the year to prepare for mission work. 
The church will always remember her 
faithfulness to her church, and her 
singing was a great inspiration to all 
who heard it. She is survived by her 
mother, one brother, and three sisters. 
—Joann Thompson. 

RUSS 

Rev. J. Russ, an exhorter in the 
Church of God, in the State of Florida, 
died November 10, 1953. 

HOLT 

Andrew Jackson Holt, an exhorter 
in the Church of God, departed this 
life October 3, 1953. He lived to see his 
desire for a local radio program for 
his church materialize. He is survived 
by his wife, Mrs. Ethel Faye Holt, three 
daughters, two brothers, and three 
sisters. He is greatly missed by his lo- 
cal church here in Charleston, West 
Virginia Garland E. Mills, Pastor. 

LEMONS 

John H. Lemons, 83 years of age, 
died at his home in Cleveland, Tenn., 
December 1, 1954. 

He is survived by 91 direct descend- 
ants, including 4 sons—Harle and Spud 
Lemons, of Cleveland; Charles Lemons, 
of Martinsville, Va., and Rev. George 
Lemons, state overseer of Virginia; 6 
daughters—Mrs. Viola Fabiani, of Co- 
lumbus, Ga.; Mrs. H. W. Wallace, of 
Akron, Ohio; Mrs. Ed Goins, and Mrs. 
H. W. Wallace, of Cleveland, and 
Misses Margie and Estelle Lemons, of 
Cleveland; 42 grandchildren, 45 great- 
grandchildren, and 4 great-great- 
grandchildren. His wife, the former 
Miss Frances Elizabeth Rice, preceded 
him in death 17 years ago. 

Brother Lemons was a native of De- 
Kalb County, Ala., but moved with his 
parents to Bradley County, Tenn., 
when he was 9 years old, and has 
since resided here. 

He was a member of the South 
Cleveland Church of God, where fu- 
neral services were held on December 
3, conducted by the Revs. J. Frank 
Spivey, Cleo Watts, and H. L. Chesser, 
General Secretary and Treasurer of 
The Church of God. Interment was 
in Chilcutt Cemetery. 
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SUMMERS 

Reverend Jesse Lee Summers de- 
parted this life in a tragic automobile 
accident November 13, 1953. Born June 
12, 1914, at Logan, Illinois, he was the 
son of the late Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence 
Summers. Brother Summers united 
with the Church of God in 1933 and 
has been a minister in the Church for 
the past 18 years. He has served in the 
capacity of pastor, state evangelist of 
Illinois, youth director of Texas, and 
overseer of New Mexico. At the time of 
his accident he was serving as pastor 
at Pulaski, Virginia. He was busily en- 
gaged in the great Sunday School 
contest, trying to win a trip to the 
Holy Land. As someone so rightfully 
stated, he won his prize to the heav- 
enly Holy Land. He was a hard worker 
for the Church. 

The funeral services at Pulaski were 
conducted by the state overseer, Rev- 
erend George D. Lemons, and Rever- 
end O. C. McCane. Burial services and 
another funeral were conducted in 
Carmi, Illinois, with Reverends E. O. 
Kearce and Houston R. Morehead of- 
ficiating. 

Reverend Summers was loved and 
esteemed by the church and business- 
men of the city. His state overseer 
stated that these words could so fit- 
tingly be said of him, “A workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed”; also, 
“T have fought a good fight, I have 
finished my course, I have kept the 
faith, henceforth there is laid up for 
me a crown of righteousness.” 

Besides the immediate family, he is 
survived by one brother, four sisters, 
and his mother.—Mrs. John A. San- 
ders. 

LOPER 

Rev. Johnson Loper, a licensed min- 
ister of the Church of God in the 
a of Mississippi, died November 14, 
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RUSS 

Rev. Judson Russ, .Sr., a licensed 
minister in the Church of God, passed 
away October 29, 1953. Funeral serv- 
ices were held November 1, 1953, at 
the Church of God in Loughman, 
Fla., with Rev. A. J. Duncan officiat- 
ing. Interment was in Forest Hill 
Coneere Haines City, Fla. For 4 
years prior to his death he was pastor 
of the Church of God in Loughman, 
Fla., having resigned this position on 
January 1, 1953, because of ill health. 
Through his efforts and faithfulness, 
the church at Loughman was organ- 
ized and built. 

He is survived by his wife, 2 sons, 2 
daughters, 1 stepdaughter, 1 brother, 
3 sister, 1 half brother, and a step- 
mother.—Mrs. Bradie Beasley. 

BARNETT 

Mrs. Isabelle Barnett, age 74, of 
Urichsville, Ohio, departed this life 
November 5, 1953. She was a faithful 
member of the Midvale Church of 
God for many years.—R. H. Branan, 
Pastor. 

WIDICK 

Mrs. Della Morehead Widick, an ac- 
tive member of the Church of God in 
Eldorado, Ill., died October 12, 1953, at 
the age of 76. Sister Widick taught one 
Sunday School class for 22 years. She 
is survived by 9 children, 1 brother, 1 
sister, 30 grandchildren, and 24 great- 
grandchildren. She will be sadly 
missed by her many loved ones and 
friends and neighbors.—Mrs. Graham 
Oglesby. 


HOGAN 
John Stanley Hogan, a faithful 
member of the Church of God in 
Beattyville, Kentucky, deceased this 
life on November 8, 1953, at the age of 
30 years. He is survived by his — 


and three small children.—W. 
Bloomfield, Pastor. 
ADKINS 


At the age of 72, Sister Isabelle Ad- 
kins, a faithful member of the Jef- 
frey, W. Va., Church of God, was tak- 
en in death, nee ea | a wonderful tes- 
timony and desire for all to be saved 
and delivered from sin.—W. H. Dud- 
ley, Pastor. 


PRATT 

Mrs. Dovie D. Pratt departed this 
life November 23, 1953, at the age of 
73. She was a faithful member of the 
Church of God in Taylorsville, N. C., 
for over 20 years. Surviving her are 
one son, one daughter, two sisters, and 
many friends and loved ones.—Mrs. 
Jeff Brown. 


CLARK 

Rufus E. Clark, a charter member 
of the Church of God at Linden, Fla., 
departed this life July 21. Brother 
Clark was a humble consecrated 
Christian. He is survived by 2 daugh- 
ters, a brother, 2 sisters, 12 grandchil- 
dren, and 16 great-grandchildren.— 
W. O. Crews, Pastor. 
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Over 30,000,000 Copies Sold 


IN 
HIS STEPS 


Complete 
Authorized Edition 


BY CHARLES M. SHELDON 


This is a new, authorized edition of the world’s most famous best 
seller, except the Bible. It has been translated into every major lan- 
guage, and is just as timely now as when it was first published. Each 
chapter begins with an appropriate quotation. 

Here is a comparatively small and unassuming volume, yet the 
book has in it the qualities which stir the souls of men and women, 
and kindle their hearts with a new and purely spiritual flame. 


THE AUTHOR 


Written by a man who is a Christian statesman of world proportions 
and whose simple language and inspiring faith reach out into the 
hearts of men and women who read this sincere and dynamic story. 
To the millions who have read it and will read it, “In His Steps” will 
continue to be a never-ending source of faith and courage. 


264 pages. Large, clear type, with portrait of the author on frontis- 4 1 5 oO 
piece. Attractively bound. 


CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 


922 MONTGOMERY AVENUE, CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE 





